
Definitions of Preferences and How the MDHA Lottery System Works  
 

 

Preferences 

MDHA has adopted the following local preferences. All preferences will be verified.  
 

 

(1) Residency - Households who live in Davidson County on the date they submit a pre-application. If your 

current place of residence (where you actually live) is in the Nashville, Davidson County area, you should select 

this preference. The residential/physical address entered on the pre-application will be used to determine 

residency. If an applicant selects the local residency preference and enters a non-local residential/physical 

and/or mailing address (address in another county or state), MDHA will remove the preference. A mailing 

address within Davidson County is not sufficient for this preference. MDHA will remove the preference 

selection and return the applicant to the appropriate position on the list. Note: A post office box mailing address 

will not be considered sufficient proof to verify residency and qualify the family for the residency preference. 

You must be able to prove you actually live in the Nashville Davidson County area at the time your application 

is submitted. 
 

 

 

How the MDHA Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) Application Process Works 
 

Once the application deadline expires and the waiting list is closed, MDHA will conduct a “lottery” to randomly 

assign a lottery number to all pre-applications in the preliminary applicant pool. The pre-applications will then 

be placed on the HCV waiting list in sequential order based on the assigned lottery number, and then sorted by 

preference to determine your position on the waiting list. MDHA will not send you a written notice to inform 

you of your position on the HCV waiting list. 

 

Note that MDHA will only select from the new HCV waiting list for up to 24 months from 

the date the waiting list is established. If your pre-application is not selected from the 

HCV waiting list within the 24 month period, your pre-application will be considered null 

and void and will no longer be considered for eligibility determination.  If not selected by the 

fall of 2019 you will be notified BY EMAIL that your application has been withdrawn and that you must re-

apply when MDHA will re-open the waiting list to accept new applications. MDHA will then repeat the above 

lottery process to place new applications on a new HCV waiting list for the next 24 month period. 

 

It is difficult to determine how many applications will be selected from the waiting list because it depends on 

program funding and how many vouchers are available for the 24 twelve month period.   

 

Due to the number of applications we receive, we ask that you not call MDHA to check on your status as we are 

unable to provide your position on the waiting list or estimate how long you will have to wait. MDHA will 

notify you by letter when your name has been selected and we are ready to determine your eligibility for 

assistance. Please remember to inform MDHA in writing of any change in your name, address, phone or email. 

If we send you written correspondence and it is returned as undeliverable, your application will be withdrawn 

from the waiting list. 


